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Political Science essay: 
“Only democratic states can solve global problems” – discuss statement and give examples based 
on the reading list and from class discussions. 
Introduction: 
In this essay, I will discuss how only democratic states can solve global problems. I will focus on 
how only democratic states can solve one of the major global problems – the environment. 
Furthermore, I will focus on EU as a “democratic state”, and its role as an environment leader in the 
solving of the global environmental problem.  
The economy has always been the main problem for the democratic states when they try to solve 
global problems, especially when we talk environment. It is an everlasting struggle between the 
democratic states economy/growing economy and the global problems; in this case, it is the 
environment.  
In this essay, I will argue about democratic states role in solving the environmental problems. The 
example will be about the global governance according to the Kyoto protocol. Here I will argue 
how only the democratic states, and their global governance, can solve this global problem. 
Moreover, I will argue about EU, as an example of a “democratic state” who acts as an 
environmental leader. 
Global governance – the Kyoto Protocol: 
When the state democracies discuss one of the global problems, the environment, they will always 
focus on economy/growth economy. In this example with the Kyoto protocol, the developing 
countries does not need to reduce the amount of greenhouse gasses– including China and India. I 
argue that they are not a part of the internationally binding emission reduction targets, because of 
their growing economy/ industrialization. As it is emphasized in Global politics: “On the other 
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hand, scholars from what is called the realist tradition tend to be more sceptical about our potential 
to overcome this underlying tragedy, particularly where valuable natural resources are at stake 
and when states claim a sovereign right to develop and grow their economy”. (Jenny Edkins and 
Maja Zehfuss, 2013, Global politics, page 74). Furthermore, I argue that only the democratic states, 
and their global governance, can get the developing countries to be a part of the reduction of 
greenhouse gasses. This is the only way we can save the planet. As it is emphasized in Global 
politics:” From this perspective saving the planet is only possible when the most powerful states- or 
key actors within them- it is in their interest to ensure it”. (Jenny Edkins and Maja Zehfuss, 2013, 
Global politics, page 75). This I because of the pressure from the democratic states. However, will 
developing countries, like China and India, succumb to the pressure from the democratic states? I 
argue they will not, because every state or nation will try to get the best outcome for their people. 
As it is emphasized in Global politics: “Everyone is trying to get an outcome that benefits their 
state or nation- a result that is in their state’s interest- and the one who is the most powerful is the 
one who wins, in this view”. (Jenny Edkins and Maja Zehfuss, 2013, Global politics, page 74). 
Eu as an environmental leader: 
One of EU´s main targets, as a “democratic state”, is to function as an environmental leader. EU´s 
task is to be a leader for sustainable development, and function as a “role model” for the developing 
countries. I argue that EU as a “democratic state” tries to get developing countries to commit 
themselves, to the binding targets that has been set up by the democratic states. That could happen 
when they meet in Paris in 2015. However, I argue that this will not happen. The developing 
countries will always secure as good an “agreement” as possible to themselves, according to their 
economic growth. As it is emphasized in Global politics: “A similar scepticism, and attention to the 
power relations at work in summits and conferences, is evident in the work of scholars in the 
critical Marxist traditions. In this account, Summits like Rio and Johannesburg usually end up only 
entrenching dominant political and economic interest, rather than actually helping to save the 
planet”. (Jenny Edkins and Maja Zehfuss, 2013, Global politics, page 75), (Chatterjee and Finger 
1994; Patterson 2000: 2)  
Conclusion: 
This essay has shown that only democratic states can solve global problems, in this case the 
environment. I conclude that only democratic states can put pressure on the developing countries 
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about sustainable development. Even though it is only the democratic states that can solve global 
problems, there is still a long way to reach the environmental goals. This is because of the 
developing countries who does not have a willingness to do this. They only have interest in the 
economy/growth economy, and therefore they will always try to get as good an “agreement” as 
possible for their country. 
This Essay has also shown that EU, as a “democratic state”, functions as an environmental leader to 
the developing countries. Furthermore, they try to achieve sustainable development goals for the 
developing countries as well. EU tries to get the developing countries to commit themselves to 
binding targets, set up by the democratic states. However, this is not happening because of the 
unwillingness of the developing countries. I conclude that the developing countries will not commit 
to binding targets, set up by the democratic states, because of their economy/economic growth. The 
developing countries will always try to get as good an “agreement” as possible, and they will 
always choose what benefits them most. When the developing countries unwillingness to commit 
themselves to binding targets is so clear, EU have a very difficult task to solve. Therefore, I 
conclude that a “solution” to the global environmental problems will not be in near future. 
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